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INTRODUCTION:

The following program is primarily an aid to the acquisition of simple, everyday phrases
in Cree. It is hoped that students of Introductory Cree classes, and those who browse or
travel in Cree country, find this a useful tool in their studies. To use correctly, simply fill
in the blanks. The last section includes a glossary of most of the words contained in this
program plus more common words which do not appear.
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I. PRONUNCIATION
1. Consonants:

Ten consonants are used to write Cree in the Roman Orthography. They are:
¢, h, k, m =n, p, s, t, w, Yy
All but four are pronounced similar to their English counterparts. The four that will give

problems are:
c, k, p, and t.

Examples:

A.) C - is like the "ch" in chalk
i) céskwa - wait
ii) adcimo - tell a story (AIV)
iii) mékwac - presently

B.) K - is unaspirated* as the "k" in skin
i) kiyam - It doesn't matter
ii) okot - his/her nose (I)
iii) kiskisik - your eye (I)

C.) P - 1is unaspirated as the "p" in spit
i) piyisk - eventually
ii) apoy - a paddle (A)
iii) akohp - a blandket (A)

D.) T - 1is unaspirated as the "t" in Stan
i) timiw - It is deep (IIV)
ii) mistik - a log (I) / a tree (A)
iii) atiht - some

* unasperated means making a consonant sound without a slight puff of air as in
n.n

pronouncing the "k" in "kin", the "p" in "pit" or the "t" in "tan"
(AIV) refers to Animate Intransitive Verb (pp. 22,23)
(IIV) refers to Intransitive Inanimate Verb (p. 23)



(I) refers to Inanimate noun (pp. 3,6)
(R) refers to Animate noun (pp. 3,5)

Note:

In D(i) above, the whole word is printed but in speaking one tends to drop
the first "I". So rather than "tanisi" we have in normal speech "tan'si". Since
this program is designed for speech all possible elisions will be marked by
an ""'. Another aspect of phonetics is the combination of two vowels to
make one vowel sound. For example we have:

1. Nika-apin 6ta - I will sit here. 1 is written as the above but upon
speaking we combine the short "a's" to make a long "a" sound. So in
speaking we have the same sentence:

2. Nikapin 6ta - I will sit here. All entries here will be written as to
2.

VOWELS

Cree Roman Orthography uses four English vowels to make seven vowel

sounds. There are four long vowels and three short vowel sounds.
Short Vowels:These are the three short vowels used in the SRO.

A.) a - pronounced as the "u" in but
1) apisis - a little
ii) capasis - lower
iii) pdna - feed the fire (AIV)
B.) 1 - pronounced as the "i" in pit
1) iskwéw - a woman (A)
ii) tipiskaw - it is night (IIV)
iii) api - sit (AIV)
C.) o - pronounced as the "oo" in "book"
i) omisi - this way (showing one how)
ii) wapos - a rabbit (A)
iii) miciso - eat (AIV)

Long Vowels:
To make vowels long in written Cree, a bar (macron) or a circumflex " is

added above the vowel.
A.) a - pronounced as the "a" in father



1) amow - a bee (A)

ii) népéw - a man (A)
iii) péatimé - later
B.) 1 - 9pronounced as the "e" in be
i) ivapiw - a buck (deer or moose) (A)
ii) minis - a berry (I)
iii) awikéci - or else
C.) o - pronounced as the "o" in ore or the "oo" in too
i) 6ta - here
ii) nitétém - my friend (A)
iii) &hpd - or
D.) e - pronounced as the "ay" in say
1) ékosi - there!
ii) péyak - one
iii) téapwé - true, truly

Note:

The Cree divide nouns into two genders: Animate and inanimate. Using the
right verbs, colors, demonstrative pronouns all depend on the noun's
gender. Most living things are Animate in gender; most non-living things
are Inanimate.

Glossary

ITI. POLITE CONVERSATION

A. Tén'si Hi! How are you?
B. Nambéya nan'taw, kiya mika Fine, and you?
A. Péyakwan, The same,
tdpwé miyo-kisikaw it is truly a nice day.
B. dha, awinéawa Yes, who is this that
kdwicéwat you are with?

A. Iyaw, nitdétém awa Oops, this is my friend.



(to C) Tén'si,
Tén'sisiyihkésoyan

nit'siyihkéson

Tan'té ohci

I I am from

nitohcin

Wahwéa, tapwé wahyaw
kik'skéyimdw ci

[ Ii

ékoté ohci
'Mwac

Kiyam
nitdétém anéwako

ékosi,
é-n'to-micisoyahk oma;
dsay ci kiya
kikimicison

N'méskwa
dstam méka,
wicéwinén

—

Hi!
how are you called?
(What is your name?)

is my name.

Where are you from?

—

Wow, that's far!
Do you know

from there?
No.

That's okay,
he is my friend.

There,

we are going to eat,
have you

eaten yet?

Not yet.
Come with us then,
come.

Glossary

III. ASKING FOR SOMEONE: ANIMATE NOUNS

I Where is I (for singular)?
2.Taniwéhkak I Where are I (for plural)?

I Where is that I ?
4.Taniwéhkak aniki I Where are those I ?

3.Tadniwd ana



Note:

Animate noun plural forms all end in "k"; rules for pluralizing are few; (1)
most nouns simply require the addition of "ak" to the singular, but; (ii) for
those ending in "m" or "k" add "wak" to the singular, (iii) for those ending
in long "1" add "yak", and; (iv) for those ending in "a" add "k".

Animate Nouns:

people's names - Salamd nitétém - my friend

atim - a dog kitétéminaw - our friend

napéw - a man kisimis - your younger kin

népésis - a boy kistés - your older brother

iskwéw - a woman kimis - your older sister

iskwésis - a girl kohtawil - your father

okimaw - a boss kikawi - your mother

okiskinwahamdkéw - a teacher kohkom - your grandmother

awdsis - a child kimosdm - your grandfather

kinikihikwak - your parents okimé&hkén - a chief

apoy - a paddle asini - a stone

mités - a pair of pants astis - a mitt

asikan - a sock tdpiskdkan - a tie / scarf

mistik - a tree mitos - a poplar tree

émihkwéan - a spoon akohp - a blanket

okiskinwahamdkan - a student askihk - a pail

masinahikanahcikos - a pen/pencil ayamihéwikimdw - a preacher
Glossary

IV. ASKING FOR SOMETHING: INANIMATE NOUNS

1. Taniwé I Where 1is I (singular)?

2. Téaniwéha Where are I (plural)?

3. Tédniwé anima I Where is that I ?
4. Ta&niwéhd anihi I Where are those I ?



Note:

All inanimate plurals end in "a". Here are the rules: (i) in general, simply
add "a" to the noun; (i1) add "wa" when the noun ends in "k"; (ii1) when the
noun ends with a short vowel, drop the vowel and add "a"; (iv) for those
ending in long vowels add "ya".

Inanimate Nouns:

kiskinwahamdtowikamik - a school

atdwikamik

pantwahpis

masinahikan

miskotédkay

kikih

kapisiwikamik

micisowikamik

misiwikamik

iskwahtém

pakdwayan

cistahasipon

séhképayis

[Forgive the liberties

a store

a band office

a book

a jacket/coat
your home

a hotel/motel
a restaurant
a lavatory

a door

a shirt

a fork

ayamihéwikamik

ahkosiwikamik

simdkan'siwikamik

ayamakan
talahpdn
waskahikan

pahkékin

pahkékinwaskisin

téhtapiwin

pén-hal

oyakan

micisowinahtik

6sih

- a church

- a hospital

- a police

station

- a telephone

- a telephone

- a house

- leather

- a moccasin

- a chair

a band hall

a plate

a table

a boat

I've taken in borrowing from the English]



Glossary

V. ASKING DIRECTIONS: IN GENERAL USED WITH VERBS

1. Tén'té I Where is I ?
2. Ta'té anima I Where is that I ?
3. Ta'ta I Where is I ?

Verbs that can be used in the above blanks:

Kéd-mémawapindniwik they are holding the meeting?
Ké&-icisonénowik they are holding a banquet?
Kéd-métawédnowik they are holding sports events?
Ka-wikiyan you live/reside?

Ka-wikit (name) lives/resides?
Kad-yacik (names) I are they?
taki-kapisiyén ... can I stay the night?
taki-micisoyan ... can I eat?
taki-pakdsimoyan ... can I swim?
taki-kwaskwépicikiyan ... can I go fishing?
taki-piminawasoyén ... can I cook?
taki-ménokéyan ... can I set up camp?

taki-atawéyan I ... can I buy I ?
taki-nitahtamoyan I ... can I borrow I ?
taki-atotamén I ... can I rent I ?

Glossary
VI. 1. OTHER QUESTIONS: most of these can be used on
their own;
Taniméwako (Noun I) Which (I noun)
Tanéwako (Noun A) Which (A noun)

Kikway What/pardon?



Kikway O&ma
Awindwa
Tanikohk
Tantahto

Tadntahtwasiyék

Tanéhki

What is this?

Who is this?

How much?

How many?

How many of you are there?
Why/How come?

2. a) Simple Requests: I

1. Nikaki—l ci ota.

Verbs:

May/Can II here?

to be placed in the above blank;

-nipawin

-apin

-kapisin

-nakatén (
-nakataw (

-péhon
-kapén

-atoskén
-micison

-talahpbénowin

b) Simple Requests:

2. Kaki- I ci

Verbs: to be used in the above blank;

-wicihin
-itwéstamawin
-wicéwin
-minahin
-pihtwdhin

(..

stand
sit
stay the night

ohi leave these (I)
awa leave this (An)

-)

wait
get off
work
eat
ohci phone from

You

Would/Might/Can youl ?

help me
translate for me
come with me
give me a drink
give me a smoke

3. Kaki-minahin ci I Would/Can you give me a drink of:

nipiy
maskihkiwépoy
nihti

(kahpi)
pihkatéwapoy

4. Kaki-masinahén ci ota:

water?
tea?
tea?
coffee?
coffee?

Can you write here:



kiwéhowin I your name?

ita kd-wikiyan I where you live?

ita ka-wikit I where he/she lives?
owéhowin I his/her name?
owéhowiniwéwa I their names?
otakihtédsowin I his/her number?

kitasotamédké-akihtédsowin I your Treaty number?

c. Simple Requests: (Want)

1. Ninohté I want
-micison to eat.
-nipan to sleep.
-kiwan to go home.
-kwéskwépicikan to go fishing.
2. Ninohté-itohtén I I want to go
iskonikanihk to the reserve.
misiwikamikohk to the lavatory.

(careful with this one!)

atdwikamikohk to the store.
6ténahk to town.
sdkahikanihk to the lake.

3. Ninohté-wapaméw I I want to see
okimé&hkén the chief.
okiskinwahamdkéw the teacher.
simékanis the policeman.
oyasowéwiyiniw the councillor (Band).

4. (a) Ninohtékatéan I'm hungry.

(b) Ninohtéké&téan I want to hide it.

5. Ninohtékwasin I'm sleepy.

6. Ninohté-atéwén I (noun) I want to buy I .

Tan'té o6ma taki-atawéyan ohi Where can I buy these?



Glossary

VII.

MODALS:

Kaki-néhiyawén ci. or
Kiniht&-néhiyawan ci.

Kaki-édkaydasimon ci. or
Kinihtd-8kayasimon ci.

Nikaki-astahcikon ci &héta
Nikaki-astédn ci 6hoéta
Kaki-ndtadw ci okimé&hkén

Namacil méka &say taki-takosihk

Nikaki-wépahtén nad kitahkosi-
wasinahikan

Nikaki-wépahtén n& kitasotamdké-

wasinahikan

CAN, MAY, COULD, WOULD, SHOULD, MIGHT

Can you speak Cree?

Can you speak English?

Can/May I leave these
here (for safe keeping)?
Can/May I put these here?

Could/Would you get the
chief?
Shouldn't he have arrived?

OR
Isn't it so, he should've
arrived already?

May/Can I see your hospi-
talization card?

May/Can I see your Treaty
card?

Most verbs can be placed in the blanks below:

NikakiJ

na. Can/May/Might I I ?

* (ki) kaki—l nad. Can/Might/Could/Would you?

taki—l na.

*ki is dropped or most cases.

Glossary

Can/Could/Would he ?

VIII.

SOME COMMON WORDS:



big/small
quick/slow
early/late
cheap/expensive
near/far
hot/cold

full
easy/difficult
heavy/light

open (it is) /shut
right/wrong (it is)

old/new
old/young person
Elder

beautiful/ugly (In)
beautiful/ugly (An)
beautiful (fair)

good/bad (I)
good/bad (A)

better (that's)
worse (it's getting)
all

everybody

carefully

IX. SOME USEFUL WORDS:

yes
no/not
at/in/on/to

from
inside
outside
up

down

misi/apisci (add noun after these)
papési/nisihkéc (add verb after these)
wipac/mwéstas
wihtakihtéw/mistakihtéw
ké&hciwdk/wahyaw

temp: kisitéw/tahkaw

weather: kisidstéw/tahkayaw
sdkaskinéw (I)
wihcasin/nayihtédwan/dyiman
kosikwan/yahkasin
yéhtékotéw/kipahikatéw
kwayaskwastéw/namastéw

kayédsdyowin/oskdyowin
kiséyaya/oskiyaya
Kéhtéyaya

miyondkwan/mayatan
miyondkosiw/méayatisiw
miywakatisiw

miywdsin/mayatan
miyosiw/madyatisiw

ékosi nawac/nahiyikohk
nawac méyihtékwan
kahkiyaw

pokawiyak

péyahtak

Glossary

dha/ihi

namdya

-ihk, -ohk, &hk, hk, to ends of n's
depending on n ending.

-ihk for most nouns

-ohk for those n's ending in k.
-ahk for those n's ending in "aw"
by first dropping -aw

ohci
pihcayihk
wayawitimihk
ispimihk
nihcayihk



down (on the floor/ground)
before (action)
after (action)
through

/stop

towards

until

for now

during/in process of
and/then

or

also

nothing/none

no where
very/extremely
soon/early
perhaps/maybe

here
there
now
then
a lot
there's a lot
there's a lot
thank you
please

that's alright
I (in answer to who?)
I too/also

I (in verb phrase)
you

you too/also

(at that time)

(In)
(An)

you (in verb phrase)

we (but not one spoken to)
we (includes one spoken to)
we (excl.) in verb phrase
we (incl.) in verb phrase
we too/also (excl.)

we too/also (incl.)
he/she/it (to/also)

they (too)

mohcihk
-mwayl- (pre-verb)
-pdni- (pre-verb)
-sépo- (pre-verb)
itihki
patima
pitama
-mékwd- (pre-verb)
ékwa
awikaci/ahpd
ékwa mina
namakway
méndn'tawité
-misi- (pre-verb)
wipac
&dhpd étokwé
6ta
anita
anohc/mékwac Oma
ékospi
mistahi/mihcét
mihcétinwa
mihcétiwak

kinandskomitin/téniki
mahti
namanantaw/kiyam
niya
nista mina

ni-
kiya
kista
ki-

niyanédn (exclusive)

kiyanaw (inclusive)

ni-
ki-

nistanan

kistanaw

wiya (wista)
wiyawdw (wistawaw)

no verb phrase marker for third person

X. TIME:

Glossary



1. Tadnitahto tipahikan &ma
Plus
kadwi-mdmawapindniwik

What time (is it?)

(What time) will the meeting be?

2. Péyak tipahikan One o'clock
Plus
mindpihtaw One thirty
3. Cipahikanis minute
tipahikan
12
|
|
pémwayés/ 9 ——————— Fmm————— 3 miyaskam
ati-natam |
|
6
mindpihtaw

Saying the time in Cree is fairly straight forward

a) for past the hour you would say
eg. Nis'tanaw cipahikanis miyaskam niso tipahikan 2:20
number of minutes past number of hour
Twenty past two o'clock (2:20)

b) for toward the hour the formula is the same except for miyaskam you would use
pamway¢€s or ati-natam:
eg. Nis'tanaw cipahikanis pamwayés/ati-nédtam nisto tipahikan
number of minutes toward/going to number of hour
twenty minutes to three (2:40)

c) for on the hour you would say:
eg. Néwo tipahikan
number hour
four o'clock (4:00)
d) for half past the hour you say:
eg. Niydnan tipahikan mindpihtaw

number of hour plus half
five thirty (5:30)

Glossary



XI. NUMBERS

1. péyak 6. nikotwésik
2. niso 7. tépakohp

3. nisto 8. ayinadnéw

4. néwo 9. kékémitétaht
5. niyanan 10. mitétaht

11-18 simply add -sap- to the above ending in "o" and "osdp" to those ending in a
constant.

19 kékdmitdtahtosép or kékénis'tanaw

20 nis'tanaw

21-28 use "nis'tanaw" plus those same numbers from 11-18 or use "nis'tanaw" plus
"ayiwak" and numbers 1-8

eg. 1) nis'tanaw nisosdp is 22 or nis'tanaw ayiwdk niso
2) nis'tanaw kékamitédtahtosép is 29 or kékd-nistomitanaw

The above two rules apply to all below:

30 nistomitanaw 40 né'mitanaw
50 niyédnanomitanaw 60 nikotwédsikomitanaw
70 tépakohpimitanaw 80 ayindnémitanaw

90 kékdmitdtahtomitanaw 100 mitdtahtomitanaw

Glossary
XII. TIME PHRASES
Common Expressions:...place time here in blanks.
1. I'll meet you at I tomorrow.
Kika-nakiskétin I wapahki

in the morning ........... ... kikisépéayaki

AT NOON ittt ittt ettt ettt eeeeea dpihtékisikéki

in the afternoon ............... pénédpihtédkisikéaki

late afternoon/early evening ... otdkosiki



at night

I'll see you atI

tipiskaki

2. tomorrow.
Kika-wépamitin I wapahki

3. I want to see you at I tomorrow.
Kinohté-wépamitin I wapahki

4. Come see me tomorrow atl
Pé-wapamihkan I wapahki

5. Come visit me tomorrow at I .
Pé-kiyokawihkan I wapahki

6. Can you come see me at I tomorrow?
Kaki-pé-wédpamin na I wapahki

7. What time does the store, etc. close?
Tanitahto tipahikan ké—kipahikétékl

BUILDINGS:
atawéwikamik => store
dhkosiwikamik => hospital
maskihkiwikamikos => clinic
kiskinwahamdtowikamik => school
pantwahpis => Band Office
simékanisiwikamik => Police Station
kipahotowikamik => Jail

To use the above in a sentence asking, or talking about location, you need to add the

following locative endings:

1) ihk to most nouns

2) ohk if the noun ends in k

3) hk if the noun ends in a long vowel

4) ahk if the noun ends in -aw but you must first drop the -aw.

Place the nouns with the proper locative endings in the blanks below:

8. What time is I open?
Tédnitahto tipahikan k&-yohténikaték I .

9. When is the meeting?
When is the dance?

Tanispihk kd-mémawipiné&nowik
Tanispihk kd-nimihitowinédniwik or
Tanispihk k&-nimowindniwik



When is the movie? Tédnispihk kd-cikistépayihcikéniwik
When are we going fishing? Tanispihk kd-wi-nitawi-kwaskwépicikiyahk

10. When is the I open?
Tanispihk ké&-yohténik&ték I .
Possible answers to the above questions
11. after I .
poéni —I .

after the meeting péni-médmawapindniwiki
after the wedding péni-wikihtoné&nowiki
after the feast péni-wihkdénénowiki
after the games péni-métawanowiki

after church service péni-ayamihéwindnowiki

12. (The above forms minus the pdni- can be placed in the blank).

before I .
mwayi- I .

13. early wipac

14. yesterday otédkosihk

15. day before yesterday awasi-tdkosihk
16. already dsay

17. not yet namacéskwa

18. Later nwéstas

19. Later on patima

20. Not for now Namdya pitamé
21. In a little while Wipacis

22. A little while later Pécimdsis

23. Never Namdéya wihkéc
24. Every now and then dyéaskaw

25. Sometimes dskaw

26. All the time kapé

27. Forever and ever k&kiké mina kakiké

28. For as long as the sun shines, the grass grows, and the rivers flow.
Isko pisim ta-sakasot, maskosiya ta-ohpikihki, €kwa sipiya ta-pimapotéki.

Glossary

XIII. DAYS OF THE WEEK

Sunday (it is) Ayamihéwikisikaw
Monday (it is) Péyakokisikaw



Tuesday (it is) Nisokisikaw

Wednesday (it is) Nistokisikéaw
Thursday (it is) Néwokisikaw

Friday (it is) Niyadnanokisikéaw
Saturday (it is) Matinadwikisikaw

2. FUTURE

When Sunday comes Ayamihéwikisikéki

= When it is Sunday

- for these future conditions of events simply drop the "w" from the above days and add
"_ki"

3. PAST
When it was Sunday kd-ki-ayamihéwikisikdk

- for these past events add "ka-ki" to the above days of the week at the beginning then
add "k" at the end after the "w" has been dropped

4. OTHER TEMPRAL WORDS

This week anohc késpayik

Next week kotak-ispayiki

Last week otahk-ispayiw

Tomorrow wapahki

The day after tomorrow awasi-wépahki

Yesterday otékosihk

The day before yesterday awasitdkosihk

Last night tipiskohk

The night before last awasi-tipiskohk
Glossary

XIV. DATES

1. It is January 7th.
Tépakohp akimdw kisépisim

It is September 13th.
Nistosdp akiméw takwékipisim

The date always comes first then akimédw followed by the month.
2. When is your birthday? Téanispihk k&-tipiskaman.

3. When it is September 13.
Nistosédp akimihci takwékipisim.

akimaw - 1t is counted - for present date
akimihci - it is counted - for future date



kd-ki-akimiht - it was counted - for the past date
These forms always come after the date.

4. TaniméwakwAskiy? Which year?
- the answer to this will always be in English.

5. A holiday - aywépowinéwikisikaw

6. Christmas - man'tdéwi-kisikdw or makosikisikéaw
When it is Christmas: drop w from the above then add -ki.

Glossary

XV. MONTHS (These may vary as to locale.)

January kisépisim
February mikisiwipisim
March niskipisim
April ayikipisim
May sdkipakdwipisim
June paskdwihé&wipisim
July paskowipisim
August ohpahowipisim
September nécihitowipisim
takwékipisim
October pimihdwipisim
November ihkopiwipisim
iyikopiwipisim
December pawdcakinasisipisim

makosikisikanipisim
man'towikisikéwipisim

Glossary

XVI. SEASONS

1. PRESENT SEASONS:

Spring (ice breakup) miyoskamin
Spring sikwan
Summer nipin

Fall takwédkin



Fall (early winter) mikiskon
Winter pipon

2. FUTURE SEASONS:
- future conditions: use the above root minus last "n" then add "hki"
eg. when it is spring => sikwahki

3. PAST SEASON:

- Past, as in last season: use the above root plus "ohk"
eg. Last spring => sikwanohk

Glossary

XVII. LIKES AND DISLIKES

1. I like I (In) Nimiwéyihténl

2. I like I N1m1wey1maw|
I (In) Namdya nlmlweylhtenl

4. I don't like I (An) Namdya nimiwéyiméwl

5. Do you like I (In) Kimiwéyihtén cil
I (A

n) Kimiwéyiméaw cil

3. I don't like

6. Do you like
*To negate any verb simply put ' namoya" in front of entire verb structure.

To ask a polarity question (i.e. one requiring a "yes" or "no" answer) put "ci" or "na" in
second position of clause. A question can be asked in two ways:

1. You can use polarity questions with c1 or na: eg. Can I sit here? 1) nikaki-apin ci
oOta. 2) ota ci nikaki-apin.

2. You can use content questions with what, when, where, who, how, etc.. These
"tan" words always come in the beginning.

NOTE: Combining ci with content (i.e. tdn - words) questions are impossible hence:

*Tédn'té ci ké&-wikiyan is nonsensical.
Glossary
.

XVIII. VERBS: A Brief Survey of the Most Common



Verbs in Cree come in three modes: the Imperative, Indicative, and Subjunctive. Of these
only the Imperative and Indicative need attention in this volume as the Subjunctive is
used in more complex situations (some forms, out necessity, have been introduced with -
tan- questions). Also verbs are divided into various classes depending on the gender of
the Object in Transitive Verbs and on the gender of the Subject in Intransitive Verbs. The
VERB CHARTS section contains the most common paradigms of these verbs. We shall
begin with Animate Intransitive (Al) Verbs.

1. Imperatives (included here is the invitational form - "let's") of Al verbs. These are
commands. Out of these come the verb roots to be applied to the Indicative mood with
little or no change. These divided into three forms:

2 miciso eat (said to one person)
2P micisok eat (said to 2 or more people)
21 micisotén let's eat

All AI verbs follow this pattern for the Imperative mood.

2 is the root
2P k add k to root
21 tan add tén to root

You can also make Negative Imperatives by simply adding €kawiya in front of the above
forms.

eg. ékéwiya miciso - Don't eat.
2. VERB STRUCTURE: you can arrange all verbs in the following manner:

[é or Person Indicator] [tense] - [pre-verb] [verb-root] [verb ending]

The VERB CHARTS section contains the paradigms for all the main verb classes.
ANIMATE INTRANSITIVE VERB ROOTS

api - sit pimohté - walk

atoské - work pahpi - laugh
pwatisimo - dance pow-wow pimipahtd - run

mato - cry nimihito - dance

pasikd - get up dkayadsimo - speak English
waniskéa - get up (out of bed) piminawaso - cook

nipa - sleep kiwé - go home
miciso - eat nahapi - sit down
néhiyawé - speak Cree nima - pack a lunch
mamawapi - meet (name a meeting) minihkwé - drink
masinahiké - write kawisimo - lie down
métawé - play kédsihkwé - wash up
ayamihciké - read (go to school) kisitépo - cook
sipwéhté - leave kotawé - make a fire
sisdwipahtd - Jjog kiyoké - visit
pahkwésikanihké - make bannock

Animate Intransitive Verbs need no object as these forms can stand on their own to form
complete sentences.



4. INANIMATE INTRANSITIVE VERBS:
Other Intransitives include terms for weather and colors. These are the Inanimate
Intransitives. They have no Imperatives but they do have the Indicative and Subjunctive

moods.
Indicative (Weather Terms) ] )
kimiwan It is raining Subjunctive
kimiwasin It's drizzling é-kimiwahk
waséskwan It's sunny é-kimiwasik
yikwaskwan It's cloudy é-waséskwahk
mispon It's snowing ?—y%kwaskwahk
miyokisikaw It's a nice day €-mispok
mayikisikaw It's a miserable day é-miyokisikak
macikisikaw It's a miserable day é-mayikisikak
yotin It's windy é-macikisikak
&-yotihk

. é-aywastihk
aywastin It's calm
5. COLORS

a) Inanimate Colors: to be used with Inanimate nouns:

it is Red

INDICATIVE MOOD it is White SUBJUNCTIVE MOOD

$;h52igw é-mihkwak
osgwaw it is Orange &-wapiskak
WApOSawaw . . ?—Ofawaﬁ )
askihtakwaw it is Yellow é-waposawak
sipihkwéw é-askihtakwék
kaskitéwaw it is Green é-sipihkwak

é-kaskitéwdak

it is Blue

it is Black

Note: The above are used to describe the color of Inanimate Objects only; for Animate

Objects the same form is used minus the ending of these II terms and "isiw", "siw" or
"osiw" is added.

b) Animate Colors:

INDICATIVE MOOD SUBJUNCTIVE MOOD
mihkosiw é-mihkosit
wapiskisiw é-wépiskisit
osédwisiw é-osawisit
waposawisiw é-wéposéawisit



askihtakosiw é-askihtakosit

sipihkosiw é-sipihkosit

kaskitésiw é-kaskitésit
6. TENSES

All verbs are structured the same way with person indicators (subject) or & being first; the
tense indicators follow; then the pre-verbs; then the verb-roots; and lastly, the verb
ending depending on the subject of the verb. Here are the tense indicators:

ki - is the past tense indicator

wi - is the future intentive indicative for possible futures

ta - is the definite future indicator for third person subjects
ka - is the definite future indicator for first and second person
subjects.

7. TRANSITIVE VERBS

... are those verbs which require an object. This requirement applies to all moods: the
Imperative, Indicative and the Subjunctive. Transitive Verbs are of two main types: the
Transitive Inanimate verbs and the Transitive Animate verbs. The gender of the object
determine which verb to use.

The following are the more common Transitive verbs:

a) TRANSITIVE VERB PAIRS:

Transitive Animate Verbs English Transitive Inanimate Verbs
méw eat him/it mici

wapam see him/it wapahta
kanawapam look at him/it kanawapahta
kitdpim watch him/it kitdpahta
nékatawéyim take care of him/it ndkatawéyihta
otin take him/it otina

s&min touch him/it s&mina

miskon feel him/it miskona
natohtaw listen to him/it natohta
péhtaw hear him/it péhta

paswas smell him/it paswahta
miyam smell him/it miyadhta
kocispis taste him/it kocispita

néas get him/it nata

pésiw bring him/it péta

itwah point to him/it itwaha
itohtah transport him/it itohtatéa
masinahamaw write (to) him/it masinaha

b) TRANSITIVE ANIMATE VERBS WITHOUT TIV COUNTERPARTS

wisam invite him
wicéw accompany him
wicih help him

miy give it to him
asam feed him

wihtamaw tell him



dcimostaw tell him a story/news
pihtwdh give him a smoke

minah give him a drink
Glossary
XIX. VERB CHARTS
AIV, TIV (class 2 and class 3)
Imperative Mood Delayed Imperative

2 I 2 hkan
2P I k 2P I hkék
21 I tan 21 I hkahk

Indicative Mood Subjunctive Mood

1 Nil—n 1p Nil—nén 1 é—l—yén 1p é—l—yéhk
2 Kil—n 21 Kil—naw 2 é—l—yan 21 é—l—yahk
3 I w 2p Kil—néwéw 3 é—l— I—
3'| viwa 21 Kil_wak 3! é—l—yit 3P é—l—cik
3'P| yiwa 3'p é—l yit

RULE: change ¢ to a for the Indicative Mood in the following persons: 1, 2, 1P, 21, 2P
(the first and second persons) if verb-root ends in €.

TIV class 1

Imperative Mood Delayed Imperative
2 I a 2 I amohkan
2P I amok 2P I amohkék
21 I étan 21 I amohkahk

RULE: all verb-roots of TI class 1 verbs end in "a"; change the "a" to € for 21 of the
Imperative Mood and the first and second persons of the Indicative Mood. This change is

reflected in these charts.

Indicative Mood Subjunctive Mood

1 Nil én 1P Nil énan 1 é—l man 1P é—l mahk



2 Kil én 21 Kil énaw 2 é—l man 21 é—l mahk

I 2P é—l mék
31 amiyit 21 Kil amwak 3! é—l miyit 3P é—l hkik
3'P I amiyit 3'P éJ

miyit
TAV-DIRECT
Imperative Mood Delayed Imperative
2 I (ik) 2 I &hkan (ik)
2P I ik (ok) 2P I ahkék (ok)
21 I dtan(ik) 21 I &hkahk (ik)
Indicative Mood Subjunctive Mood

1 Nil—éw(ak) 1P Nil—énén 1 é—l—ak(ik) 1P é—l—éyéhk(ik)
2 Kil—éw(ak) 21 Kil—énaw 2 é—l_at(cik) 21 é—l_éyahk(ik)
3 I éw 2P Kil—éwéw 3 é—l—ét 2P é—l—éyék(ok)
3'| éyiwa 21 Kil_éwak 3'é—|—éyit 3P é—l—écik

3'PI éyiwa 3'P é—r___-éyit

Glossary

XX. GLOSSARY

English to Cree: these are words which are not so easy to find in their appropriate

sections. All the words from this handbook do not appear in this section. Check the

appropriate sections for months, numbers, etc.
abcdefghijklmnoprstwy

about nanitaw
accompany him (TAV) wicéw
accompany me wicéwin
already dsay
arrive (AIV) takosini
arrive by foot (AIV) takohté
band office (I) péntwahpis
band hall (I) padn-hal

be at home (AIV) apifff



be named (AIV)
bee (A)

bead (A)

berry (I)
blanket (A)
boat (I)

book (I)
borrow (AIV)
boss (A)

boy (&)

buck (deer, etc.)
but

buy (AIV)

camp (AIV)

camp-site (I)

camp (set tent) (AIV)
canoe (I)
car (I)
cat (A)
chair (I)
child (A)
Chief (A)
church (I)
clinic (I)
coat/jacket (I)
coffee (I)

come

come over (AIV)
cook (AIV)

cook (AIV)
counsellor
Cree person

dance (AIV)
dance-hall (I)
dance pow-wow (AIV)
do (TIV)

dog (&)

a door (I)

eat (AIV)

eat it (TIV,3)
eat it (TAV)
eating (there is)
eventually (Adv)
eventually (Adv)
exist (AIV)

far

feast (make) (AIV)
feast (there is a)
feed the fire (AIV)
fine

fish (A)

fish (angle) (AIV)

isiyihkéso
amoéw

mikis
minis
akohp

6sih
masinahikan
nitahtamo
okimaw
népésis
iyapiw
méaka

atawé

kapisi
kapisiwin
manoké

cimén
séhképayis
minds/pdsis
téhtapiwin
awdsis
okimdhkén
ayamihéwikamik
maskihkiwikamikos
miskotékay
pihkatéwlpoy
dstam
pé-itohté
piminawaso
kisitépo
oyasowéwiyiniw
Néhiyaw

nimihto
nimihitowikamik
pwatisimo

itdéta

atim

iskwahtém

miciso

mici

mow
micisondnowin
piyisk
kétahtawé

aya

wahyaw
wihkdéhké
wihkéhkanowin
pdna

naméya nénitaw
kinoséw
kwadskwépiciké



fork (I)
from
from there

girl (A)

get it (TAV)

get it (TIV)

get off (AIV)

give him (TAV)

give me (TAV-Inv)

give him a drink (TAV)
give me a drink (TAV)
give him a smoke (TAV)
give me a smoke

go home (AIV)

have (TIV)

have (TAV)

help him (TAV)
help me (TAV-Inv)
here (location)
here (give)

hide (AIV)

hide him (TAV)
hide it (TIV)
his/her nose (I)
his name (I)

his number (I)
his work (I)
horse (A)
hospital (I)
hospitalization number
hotel/motel (I)
house (I)

how

How are you?

How many?

How many are you?
How much?

Hungry (be) (AIV)

Indian (A)

It doesn't matter
It is deep (IIV)
It is night (IIV)

January
June
July

knife (I)
know him (TAV)
know it (TIV)

lake (I)
later on

cistahasipon
ohci
ékoté ohci

iskwésis
nas

nata
kapéa

miy
miyin
minah
minahin
pihtéh
pihtwdhin
kiwé

aya

ayaw

wicih

wicihin

6ta

nah

késd

kés

kata

okot

owéhowin
otakihtédsowin
otatoskéwin
mistatim
ahkosiwikamik
ahkosiwasinahikan
kapisiwikamik
waskadhikan
tdnisi

tédnisi
tdnitahto
tdnitahtwasiyék
tanikohk
nohtékaté

lyiniw
kiyam
timiw
tipiskaw

kisépisim
paskawihéwipisim
paskowipisim
mohkoman
kiskéyim
kiskéyihta

sdkahikan
patima



later
lavatory (I)
leaf (I)
leather (I)
leave it (TAV)
leave it (TIV)
little

log (I)

lower

man (A)

meet (TAV)

meet it (TIV)

meeting (have a) (AIV)
meeting (there is a)
mitt (A)

moccasin
money (A)
more
moon

my friend (A)

nail (I)
nail (AIV)
no

no (slang)
Not yet
nice day
nurse (A)
oops!

Or

or else (compare)
our friend
over there

paddle (A)

pail (A)

pair of pants (A)
pen/cil (B)
perhaps

plate

play (AIV)

play (there is)
Police

Police Station
poplar/aspen
preacher (A)
presently (Adv)
put (AIV)

rabbit (A)
rent (TIV)
reserve (I)
reserve (I)
reside/live at (AIV)

mwéstas
misiwikamik
nipi
pahkékin
nakas
nakata
apisis
mistik
capasis

napéw

nakiskaw
nakiskéta
mamawapi
mémawapindnowin
astis
pahkékinwaskisin
sbniyaw

awasimé
tipiskdwipisim
nitdtém

sakahikan
sakahiké

namdya

'mwac

naméskwa
miyo-kisikaw
maskihkiwiskwéw

iyaw

ahpd
awikaci
kitdétéminaw
nété

apoy
askihk

mités
masinahikanachcikos
ahpd étokwe

oyakan

métawé

métawanowin
simdkanis
simdkanisiwikamik
mitos
ayamihéwikimaw
mékwac

astéa

wapos
atota
askihk
iskonikan
wiki



restaurant (I)

same
scarf (A)
school (I)

sit

sit down (AIV)
shirt (I)

shoe (I)

sleep (AI)

sleepy (be) (AIV)
sock (A)

some (AdJ)

speak (AIV)
speak Cree (AIV)
speak English (AIV)
spoon (A)

stand (AIV)
stand up (AIV)
star (A)

stone (A)

stop (AIV)

stop (pre-verb)
store (I)

store (AIV)
stundent (A)

sun (A)

swim (AIV)

table (I)

talk (AIV)

talk about it (TIV)
tea (I)

tea (I)

teacher (A)

tell a story (AIV)
telephone
telephone (I)
telephone (AIV)
that (A)

that (I)

that one

that one there
there!

There

these (A)

these (I)

these here

thick (A)

think (I)

this (A)

this (I)

this way (show)
this way (direction)
those (A)

those (I)

micisowikamik

péyakwan
tépiskédkan

kiskinwahamdtowikamik

api

nahapi
pakdéwayan
maskisin
nipé
nohtékwasi
asikan
adtiht
pikiskwé
néhiyawé
dkayasimo
émihkwan
nipawi
pasikd
acahkos
asini

prdyd

péni-
atawikamik
astahciko
okiskinwahamdkan
pisim
pakésimo

micisowinahtik
ayami
mamiskdta
nihti
askihkiwédpoy
okiskinwahamédkéw
dcimo
ayamakan
talahpdn
talahpbnowi
ana

anima

éwako
anéwako
ékosi

ékota

oki

6hi

dhdta
kispakisiw
kispakaw

awa

éma

omisi

o6té isi
aniki

anihi



tie (A)
town/city
translate (AIV)
translate for me
treaty

treaty number
tree (A)
true/truly

wait

wait for him (TAV)
wait for it (TIV)
wait up (AIV)

water (I)
what

what kind
what kind
where (general)
where (A)
where (A-pl)
where (I)
where (I-pl)
where abouts
which (A)
which (I)

which one (A)
which one (I)

Who
Who's this
why
work (AIV)

work for him (TAV)
worker (A)

work at it (TIV)
woman (A)

write (AIV)

write (TIV)

write to him (TAV)

yes
you

you (marker)

young man

young person

your eye (I)

your father

your grandfather
your grandmother
your home

your house

your mother

your name

your older brother
your older sister
your parents

your younger kin

tadpiskéakan
6ténaw
itwéstaméké
itwéstamawin
asotamékéwin

asotaméké-akihtédsowin

mistik
tapwé

céskwa

péh

péhtéa

Pého

nipiy
kikway
kéko
tan'towahk
tdnité
taniwéa
tdniwéhkak
tadniwé
tdniwéha
tan'ta
tana
tdnima
tdnéwako
tdniméwako
awina
awinawa
tadnéhki
atoské
atoskaw
atoskémékan
atoskata
iskwéw
masinahiké
masinaha
masinahamaw

dha/ihi

kiya

ki-
oskinikiw
oskiyaya
kiskisik
kohtéawi
imosdém
kohkom

kikih
kiwdskahikan
kikawi
kiwéhowin
kistés

kimis
kinikihikwak
kisimis






